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their heads. Bonaparte himself had been a good 'Republican*
general But how then could the High Command be Republi-
canized? Perhaps only by having an anti-militarist as Minister
for War. But even this device was not to prove very effective,
as events six years later were to show.
The Boulangist crisis was the first stage in the Right becom-
ing peculiarly nationalist. Until then, it had even been accused
of being anti-nationalist, of subordinating French national
interests to those of the Church, and ultramontanism had lent
colour to these charges. Now it had emerged as the supporter
of a peculiarly aggressive form of nationalism, and the Left had
moved into the posture of opposing militarist men and ideas,
and had been led to attack even the idea of revanche when it
appeared a weapon or an excuse for Caesarism.1 The Dreyfus
affair marked the main stage in this reversal of party positions
as regards national security and the Army.
Meanwhile the influence of Barres, already described, pro-
vided the nationalistic Right with a mystique and an ideology of
nationalism and traditionalism different from their older creed
of the days of Maistre and Bonald. The Dreyfus case was to
turn this new creed again into the still more positive Caesarism
of the Action frangaise. The link between the nationalism of
Boulanger and the nationalism of Maurras was the violent
campaign of anti-semitism waged by fidouard Drumont in
La Libre Parole from 1892 onwards. His book La France juive
(1886) sold in tens of thousands, and mobilized Catholic dis-
content with the way in which anti-clericalism had granted
high office injustice and administration to Jew and Protestant,
and in which the new financial oligarchy was linked with
international Jewish capitalism. The nationalism of those who
fell under the spell of Drumont became racialist and violent,
an emotional thing of blind prejudice. Anti-semitism as a
systematic policy was kindled by Boulangism, fanned into life
by the scandals connected with the squalid and sensational
1 Cf. Jacques Bainville: op. cit, p. 151. The change back again
of the Right to an anti-nationalist attitude after 1930 is examined
below (Chapter VI): and cf. Charles A. Micaud: The French Right and
a^i Germany, 1933-9 (1943).  Abridged French version (1945).